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OUTSTANDING TEACHER DISCOVERS
NEW GENUS, SEEKS ITS IDENTITY

MISSOULA-A microbiology professor who was 1968-69 Outstanding Teacher of the Year at the
University of Montana has discovered a new genus of fungi in a contaminated culture at UM.
The Montana teacher-scientist, Dr. John J. Taylor, a medical mycologist, discovered
the new fungus in a culture sent to him from Baarn, Netherlands, last winter.

He is now

attempting to identify his find.
newfound
The characteristics of the/fungus indicated it was different from any established
genus or grouping of structurally or genetically related species.
Dr. Taylor, 41, said he was "lucky" to receive letters congratulating him on his
work from two internationally known mycologists, Dr. Francois Mariat, Pasteur Institute,
Paris, France and Dr. Libero Ajello, National Communicable Disease Center, Atlanta, Ga.
Mariat has invited the Um researcher to the 1970 conference of the International Society
of Human and Animal Mycologists in Paris.
Dr. Taylor is naming his newfound genus after Dr. Dexter H. Howard, University of
California Medical School, Los Angeles, who sent many cultures to him for identification.
Though lie is recognized both in the United States and abroad for his work, Dr. Taylor
said he still enjoys teaching.

"Although I feel my research is significant, I'm never too

busy to help my students," he said.
Mary Jane Olson, a senior in microbiology and pharmacy, works with Taylor in his
summer research.

She said she chose him as a professor when she transferred from Carioll

College, Helena, to UM last year after reading in "The Book," a compilation of teacher
analyses,, that "Dr. Taylor is what makes the class."
more
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liss Olson said she discovered the phrase was true as she listened to him lecture in
class.

Dr. Taylor, she noted, is patient with his students and has "a great sense of

humor."
Dr. Taylor came to UM in 1957 from Ohio State University where he was a research fellow.
Prior to that he was a research specialist in toxicology at Dayton, Ohio, his hometown.
He was involved in plankton studies as a fisheries biologist at the Chesapeake Biological
Laboratory, Solomons, Md., and was an instructor at Ohio University, Athens.
He is the author of numerous articles on bacteria and mycology and is listed in
American Men of Science."

lie is past president of the Montana Academy of Sciences and

a member of Phi Kappa Phi, national scholastic honorary, and Sixma Xi, national science
honorary.
In 1965, Taylor presented a paper at the International Congress of
Ilisto- and Cytochemistry in Frankfurt, Germany.

He lias been awarded grants from the

National Institute of Health, National Science Foundation and American Philosophical
Society.
Dr. Taylor is a charter member of the Medical Mycological Society of the Americas,
the lar est organization of its kind in the western hemisphere.

